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Knowledge of the sewer system?              What have you flushed? 

SOCIAL SURVEY



WIPES: A HISTORY



`

ENOUGH IS 
ENOUGH!



EXISTING METHODS: 
INDA/EDANA VS IWSFG



AUSTRALIAN STANDARD FOR FLUSHABLE 
PRODUCTS



APPROACH TO STANDARD



WHAT DO WE HAVE THAT THEY DON’T?



Parameters Manufacturers’ 
method

Independent 
method

Sieve 
diameter:

12.5 mm 25.0 mm

Water 
temperature:

22 ⁰C 15 ⁰C

Volume of 
water:

2.0 L 4.0 L

Oscillation 
speed:

26 rpm 18 rpm

Duration: 60 min 30 min
Pre-rinsing: 30 sec swirling in 

20 L water
Flush and then hold 
in dry container 30 

min

Post-rinsing: 2 min rinsing at 4 
L/min

1 min rinsing at 4 
L/min

Pass/fail 
criteria:

>60% 
disintegration

>95% disintegration

%Disintegration

Type of wipe product

Method comparison

INDA/EDANA GD 4

IWSFG PAS 3
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COMPARISON OF THE TWO EXISTING METHODS



IWSFG PAS(3) TEST SEWER INDA EDANA GD4

Product

Average 
Disintegration 

(%)

Pass/
Fail

Average 
Disintegration 

(%)

Average 
Disintegration 

(%)

Pass/
Fail

1 37.4 Fail 48.6 100.0 Pass

2 19.3 Fail 28.3 80.2 Pass

3 <0.1 Fail 14.9 98.0 Pass

COMPARISON WITH TEST SEWER



REFINING THE REPRESENTATIVE 
METHOD Wipe delaminates, only 

30% paper disintegration

More uniform disintegration 

(but still not great…)

ROUND ROBIN RESULTS



Temp Volume Duration RPM Tilt Angle Sieve

20oC (±2o) 3 Litres 60 minutes 18 rpm 11o (±0.5o) 25 mm

C8 Pass/Fail Criteria

To be acceptable, the mean percentage of the initial dry mass of the sample passing 

through the 25mm sieve for the 6 test products after 60 minutes of testing shall be 

greater than 75%.

This result shall be supported by visual examination and photographs of solids on the 

sieve.

THE FINAL MASTERPIECE



SAME… BUT DIFFERENT??



NEXT STEPS?
*Accredited laboratory testing
*International standardisation
*Wider education
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